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What is school hearing screening? 

This is a routine hearing assessment aimed at identifying potential 
hearing loss. It is offered to all children in year 1 and is carried out by 
the School Hearing Screening Team.  
 

Why is it important to screen children’s hearing? 

Your child’s hearing is very important to their learning, development and 
school progress. The earlier an issue is identified the sooner your child 
can be helped and actions taken to support them.  
 

What is the impact of undetected hearing loss?  

Hearing loss can affect your child’s communication and understanding 
of what is going on around them in school and at home. This can affect 
their education, behaviour and confidence in social settings.  

 
What happens prior to a school hearing screening 
visit? 

The local education service identifies a list of year one children eligible 
for school screening. The school screening team contacts individual 
schools to arrange a suitable date and a quiet room to carry out the test.  
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Schools distribute consent forms and collect in time for the screening to 
take place. Parent/carers are asked to inform the service about current 
treatment or known hearing loss. 
 

What happens during the hearing screening test? 

The children whose parents/carers have provided consent will be invited 
in small groups to take part in the screening process. Our team of 
screeners (Audiometricians) will ask the children to raise their hands or 
complete and action when a sound from the headphones is heard in the 
room.  

After a practice the children will be asked to wear headphones and 
respond to the sounds they hear in the same way. A range of tones 
(frequencies) are tested in each ear to check the responses are at a 
satisfactory level for their age. 

 
 

What happens after the hearing screening test? 

Parents/carers and the school are informed of the outcome of the initial 
screening test via letter.    

If your child does not respond to the sounds made, they will be given 
another hearing test approximately one or two months later. This will 
most likely be at school but you may be invited to attend a local clinic if 
a retest falls within the school holidays.    

If your child does not respond to all the sounds at the second test 
satisfactorily, they will be referred to the Paediatric Audiology Service 
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for a further and more detailed assessment. Parents/carers and schools 
will be informed of any referrals made.   

It is important to be aware that a failure to respond satisfactorily on the 
second visit does not necessarily mean that there is impairment of 
hearing. 

Concerns about children in other year groups 

Children’s hearing can fluctuate and conditions such as glue ear is 
common amongst ages 2 to 11, so it is important to investigate any 
concerns.  Referrals can be made to the Paediatric Audiology service 
for testing via the GP, SALT, school nurses and health visitors. 
 

Contact details 

Should you require further advice or information please contact; 
Paediatric Audiology Service, Fulwood Clinic, 4 Lytham Road, Fulwood, 
Preston PR2 8JB Telephone: 01772 401310 
 

Sources of further information           

www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk  
www.nhs.uk  
www.ndcs.org.uk 
www.accessable.co.uk  
www.patient.co.uk 
 
All our patient information leaflets are available on 
our website for patients to access and download: 

www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk/patient-information-leaflets  
 

Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust is not 
responsible for the content of external internet sites. 
 

 

http://www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.accessable.co.uk/
http://www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk/patient-information-leaflets
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Lancashire Teaching Hospitals is a smoke-free site. Smoking is not 
permitted anywhere on any of our premises, either inside or outside the 
buildings. Our staff will ask you about your smoking status when you 
come to hospital and will offer you support and advice about stopping 
smoking this will include Nicotine Replacement Therapy to help manage 
your symptoms of withdrawal and the opportunity to speak to a nurse or 
advisor from the specialist Tobacco and Alcohol Care Team. 

If you want to stop smoking, you can also contact the Quit Squad 
Freephone 0800 328 6297. 

Please ask if you would like help in understanding this information. This 
information can be made available in large print and in other languages. 
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